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world. With highly undignified precipitancy the
Bonapartes and all those bearing names which had
been illustrious under the First Empire came
scrambling over each other to the Court to join
in the fight for places, honours, and rewards.
For a while the monarchists and the old aristoc-
racy kept aloof, regarding the parvenu Emperor
and his entourage with scorn. Who and what,
they sneered, were the men within this upstart's
most intimate circle ? - Persigny, a mere adven-
turer ! - Walewski, the bastard of the first
Napoleon ! - Morny, the living proof of the
Emperor's own mother's infidelity ! And spite-
ful scandal-mongers exhumed the hoary legend
of the Emperor's dubious paternity. But as it
became increasingly manifest that the Empire was
no mere nine-days-wonder, and that the foreign
powers were learning to regard Napoleon with
respect and even unwilling admiration, the snobs
swallowed their pride and trickled humbly into
the Tuileries.

The very reasons which had inspired the con-
tempt of these monarchists prevented republican
susceptibilities from being outraged by the
existence of this Court - for there were none of
the ancient aristocratic privileges attached to it;
the scion of a great seigneurie had no greater right
of entry than the man of humblest birth, if the

latter had qualifications of talent or achievement
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